Fellow: Julliette Onyancha

Fellowship Site:  United Nations Children’s Fund

Brief History of Organization (founding and salient steps): 

Founded in 1946, UNICEF helps save, protect and improve the lives of children in 158 countries through immunization, education, health care, nutrition, clean water and sanitation.  UNICEF is non-partisan and its cooperation is free of discrimination.  In everything it does, the most disadvantaged children and the countries in greatest need have priority. 

Departments/Programs in the Organization: 

1. Girls’ Education

2. HIV/AIDS

3. Child Protection

4. Immunization Plus

5. Early Childhood

Responsibilities/Duties/Tasks undertaken by the Fellow: 
· Visiting community groups living with HIV/AIDS and assisting them in writing proposals on their needs so as to receive support from UNICEF and other NGOs

· Attending and participating in workshops dealing with prevention of Stigma related to HIV/AIDS

· Writing and compiling reports on PMTCT workshops and meetings held by NASCOP, MoH and UNICEF 

· Meeting with hospitals such as Pumwani Hospital in Kenya to assess current services offered and assist them in improving PMTCT services offered to the community

· Meeting with youth groups such as SIDAREC to help promote PMTCT, VCT services offered by Pumwani Hospital to the community

· Evaluating proposals for future funding by UNICEF

· Meetings with Ministry of Home Affairs and NGOs to assess guidelines and Policies on interventions related to protection and support for orphans, vulnerable children and families living with HIV/AIDS

· Assessing the Child to Child program (C2C) in different districts to see if it’s making a difference to the children’s access to education
Accomplishments: 

1. Helped UNICEF reach adolescents and provide them with knowledge of HIV and prevention methods.

2. Increased knowledge of mother to child transmission and assisted in improving understanding of the importance of primary prevention of HIV/AIDS.

3. I directly contributed to the completion of the Stigma Reduction manual that will be published by UNICEF and Action Aid International. I also assisted the Organization of People Living with HIV/AIDS (OPAHA) in Garissa, Kenya to come up with a strategic paper and a proposal that will result in their receiving $5,000 to support themselves.

4. During this period I interacted and liaised with SIDAREC (Slums Information development and Resource Centers), The National AIDS Control program, Ministry of Home Affairs, and Nyumbani

5. Wrote a concept paper that will form the basis of a joint program between UNICEF, the government of Kenya and Nyumbani Village International which aims at assisting communities that have a large HIV/AIDS orphan problem to look at alternative domestic arrangements for the children without the possibility of them being displaced from the community

Challenges:  

1. Funding issues made it hard to achieve all the objectives set at the start of the internship

2. Some of the communities that we had to visit to talk about HIV/AIDS and ways of prevention had been highly stigmatized by the disease that they were not willing to openly discuss issues related to HIV/AIDS or the STD prevention

Conferences Attended:  
2nd National Stakeholders Consultative Forum held at Safari Park Hotel in Nairobi Kenya on the 10th-11th of 2004.

The conference was held to discuss the current status of PMTCT (Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission of HIV/AIDS) services in Kenya and to find ways of increasing the uptake of services offered through PMTCT.

Other projects/works started or completed:  
I started working on the C2C project in Kenya and left it still being implemented.

The Child-To-Child or C2C is a project that encourages children to go to school by using other children and peers to influence them into making that decision. This project helps to assess whether using children to talk to other children about going to school is improving the children’s access to education in Kenya.
How has this fellowship changed the ideas and expectations you had before leaving?  

This fellowship has really increased my motivation in Human Rights work in third world countries. Before I left I had very little knowledge on human rights work and what it pertains to. But after the experience I had in Kenya on the activities involved in protecting the rights of children and women in our society, I’m glad to say that I have learned a considerable amount on the laws that protect our rights as humans and how some of those rights are often violated in our day to day lives.

How has your motivation for human rights work changed/altered or remained the same?  

My motivation for human rights work has increased tremendously and after seeing the poverty levels in the Kenyan communities and other third world countries and the devastating impact of HIV/AIDS, I’m more convinced than ever that this is my calling and I want to spend the rest of my life making a difference in these people’s lives while bringing solutions to the problems faced.

Who had the greatest effect on you during your fellowship experience and why? 

The people who had the greatest effect on me were a group of individuals from an organization known as Organization for People Living with HIV/AIDS (OPAHA), which is based in Garissa town in the North Eastern part of Kenya. They were people who have been affected and infected by HIV/AIDS. They lived in a Muslim community that shunned them, threw stones at them and would not even sell grocery to them because they had HIV/AIDS. So they would starve due to fear of going to buy food and were basically isolated from the rest of the community and therefore had no human contact with other people except themselves. Hence some of them had died due to poverty and isolation and lack of medical attention. 

How did your perspectives on the world change from interning at a local/national/ international human rights organization?  

When we live in an industrialized country where we have access to the basic necessities in life, we tend not to be aware of the extent to which other people in non-industrialized countries live. It’s hard to comprehend the idea of not being able to acquire a glass of clean drinking water or a candy bar. But this is what is the day-to-day life in the impoverished countries and we need to work together to improve the living standards of our fellow human beings. Thus, working with an international human rights organization opened my eyes to a lot of the suffering that women, children and men alike are going through.

What quote would captivate “a moment” that you had during your fellowship?  

“Most exciting, fulfilling, learning and eye opening experience ever”

After completion of your fellowship, how do you anticipate bringing your fellowship experience back home to your local community?  

I want to reach out to the communities here in Minnesota and other states to educate them about issues faced by women and children in other countries with low socio-economic status. I would like to encourage them to contribute in whatever way possible to ways of improving the lives of children and women in these countries in terms of Health, Education, and Poverty and Sustainable development.

Organizational Profile

Full Name of Organization: United Nations Children’s Fund 

Abbreviation and initials commonly used: 

UNICEF
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	UNICEF KCO
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Girgiri - United Nations Avenue
Limuru Road
Nairobi, Kenya
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Names of Executive Director and Senior Staff:  

Executive Director: Carol Bellamy

Senior Staff:

1. Country Director: Heimo Lakkonen

2. Chief of Health Section: Iyabo Olusanmi

3. Senior Program Officer: Roger Pearson

Number of Employed Staff:

Full-time: 85
Part-time: 20 

Number of Volunteers: 5 

Objectives of the Organization: 

1. UNICEF is mandated by the United Nations General Assembly to advocate for the protection of children's rights, to help meet their basic needs and to expand their opportunities to reach their full potential

2. UNICEF is guided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child and strives to establish children's rights as enduring ethical principles and international standards of behavior towards children

3. UNICEF insists that the survival, protection and development of children are universal development imperatives that are integral to human progress

4. UNICEF mobilizes political will and material resources to help countries, particularly developing countries, ensure a “First Call for Children” and to build their capacity to form appropriate policies and deliver services for children and their families

5. UNICEF is committed to ensuring special protection for the most disadvantaged children – victims of wars, disasters, extreme poverty, all forms of violence and exploitation, and those with disabilities

6. UNICEF responds in emergencies to protect the rights of children. In coordination with United Nations partners and humanitarian agencies, UNICEF makes its unique capabilities for rapid response available to its partners to relieve the suffering of children and those who provide their care

7. UNICEF is non–partisan and its cooperation is free of discrimination. In everything it does, the most disadvantaged children and the countries in greatest need have priority. 

Domestic/International Programs:  

1. Adolescence

2. Evaluation and good practices

3. Life skills

4. Policy analysis

5. Communities and Families

6. Gender Equality

7. Monitoring and Statistics

8. Procuring supplies for children

9. Countries in crisis

10. Health

11. Nutrition

12. Research

13. Child survival

14. The child in the family

15. Water, Environment and Sanitation 

16. Rights and results
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