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Representative cases of violations of human rights and breaches of international
12 humanitarian law
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Annex

REPRESENTATIVE CASES OF VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTSAND
BREACHES OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW

I. VIOLATIONSOF HUMAN RIGHTS
A. Theright tolife

1 The office in Colombia of OHCHR received complaints of violations of the right to life
by extrajudicial execution. In most cases, these executions followed the same pattern observed in
previous years. the victims were civilians who were presented as members of guerrilla groups or
other illegal armed groups, reported as killed in combat.

2. The office in Colombia reported severa of these cases to the competent authorities. In
Riohacha, La Gugjira, members of the Cartagena Battalion were allegedly responsible for the
death of a peasant farmer affected by mental disability. On 2 May 2007, in Hato Corozal,
Casanare, there was the death of a community leader, in events attributed to members of the
Counter-Guerrilla Battalion No. 65. On 13 May, in Pueblo Bello, Cesar, a murder was allegedly
perpetrated by soldiers of Brigade 10. In Orito Putumayo, members of Mobile Brigade 13 were
allegedly responsible for the death of 3 civilians on 9 September.

3. Other violations of the right to life were reported to have been committed by members of
the Army. In Buenaventura, on 3 August, soldiers of the Cisneros Task Force were allegedly
responsible for opening fire against students, whom they confused with guerrillas. A girl of 14
died. On 17 September, in Montelibano, Cordoba, soldiers of Brigade 11 reportedly opened fire
against two peasant farmers who were under the effects of acohol, one of whom died. Two
soldiers of Brigade I1X were condemned for the killings of six civilians perpetrated on 10 June in
San Vicente del Caguan, Caqueta.

4. The office in Colombia received complaints of extrgjudicial executions attributed to
members of the Police. These include the death of three individuals on 25 March in Ipiales,
Narifio. On 8 September, the killing of a young man aged 22 in El Carmen, Bolivar, was
allegedly perpetrated by members of the Sectional Judicial Police SIJIN, in an act which had
characteristics of “social cleansing”. In Zulia, Norte de Santander, a man died on 3 July after
being shot by members of the Mobile Rifles Squadron, EMCAR, in a manoeuvre which the
police officers considered to be suspicious.

5. The office was also informed of several murders of human rights defenders, union
members and other socia leaders. On 28 January, the president of the Municipal Committee for
the Displaced population in La Cotorra, Cordoba, was murdered. In Monteria, on 31 January,
there was the murder of Yolanda Izquierdo, the leader of the displaced who coordinated
a collective movement to recover lands usurped by paramilitary groups. In Medellin, Antioquia,
on 23 April, the president of the Community Action Board of the El Pesebre district of
Commune 13, who was aso the adviser to the Asociacion Madres de la Canderlaria (Mothers
Association of La Canderlaria) was murdered, alegedly because of her work in making
denunciations. On 7 November, in Cartago, Valle del Cauca, the murder of the Coordinator of
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the Women's Committee in the Sindicato Unico de Trabgjadores de la Educaciéon (union of
education workers) was reported. On 4 May, a political activist of the Polo Democrético
Alternativo (“Alternative Democratic” list) party was murdered in Cali, Valle de Cauca.

6. In October, the office in Colombia received reports of death threats against members of
the NGO Corporacion Yira Castro, and the National Coordinator for the Displaced. In
September, a human rights defender in Tulua, Valle del Cauca was displaced, due to death
threats and the kidnapping of his wife. On 6 November, the Office condemned the aggression
and death threats against Yolanda Becerra, president of Organizacion Femenina Popular
(Popular Women’s Organization). In Bogota, in May, three union members received pamphlets
and telephone calls with death threats.

B. Theright to personal integrity

7. A report was received that three young men were tortured on 4 August inside
a police station by members of the National Police in Ocafia, Norte de Santander. In Bogota,
on 12 August, it was reported that agents of the National Police struck ataxi driver.

8. Cases were reported of abuses allegedly committed by members of the police against the
transgender population engaged in prostitution in Bogotéd, Medellin and Cali.

0. On 26 May, it was reported that members of the Mobile Anti-Riot Squad ESMAD used
tear gas against members of an indigenous community who were blocking the Pereira-Quibdo
road, and they destroyed and burned several items of personal property. On 28 September, there
was a report of the mobilization of peasant farmers towards Orito, Putumayo, to prevent the
arrival of the crews for illegal crop eradication, and members of ESMAD used violence to
dislodge them.

C. Theright toindividual freedom and personal security

10.  There were reports of mass detentions conducted by State agents based on intelligence
reports or statements made by informers which had not been properly corroborated. On
24 January, in Aguachica, Cesar, 11 alleged ELN militiamen were detained by members of the
police. Their photographs and names were published, and they were later released due to lack of
evidence.

11.  Cases were reported of illegal detentions of human rights defenders and social leaders
who were accused, without sufficient evidence, of the crime of rebellion. The Office was
informed of the case of a detention of a member of the Kankuano indigenous community by
Army personnel on 15 July in Valledupar, Cesar, with no judicial order to do so. On 13
February, the president of the Permanent Human Rights Committee in Narifio was detained.
Subsequently, the Attorney General’s Office decided that there had been irregularities in the
evidence presented, and ordered the accused to be rel eased.

D. Theright to due process

12. In several of the cases reported to the office, the authorities in the Military Criminal
Justice System took up the investigation of crimes which should have been taken by the civil
courts. On 30 September in Aguazul, Casanare, there was a murder which was alegedly
committed by members of the Taurema Battalion and the investigation was taken by Military
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Criminal Court 13. The investigation of the killing of a peasant farmer on 26 April in Abrego,
Norte de Santander, allegedly committed by members of Battalion 15, was sent to Military
Crimina Court 37.

13.  The office was also informed of cases in which prosecutors of the civil jurisdiction
sent case files opened for homicides with characteristics of extrajudicial executions to the
military jurisdiction. In the case of the murder of the president of the Community Action
Board of La Union, Y ondo, on 25 June, the Regional Prosecutor’s Office of Barrancabermeja
sent the case to Military Criminal Court 14. In several cases of civilians reported as killed in
combat in Aguazul, Casanare, the Attorney General’s Office remitted the cases to the
Military Criminal Courts.

14.  The office was informed that certain judges in the criminal military system who
intended to return case files to the civil courts came under pressure from the commanding
officers of the units.

15.  The office also received information on cases in which the work of the justice system was
obstructed. On 15 February, after a clash in which four individuals died in La Gloria, Cesar,
police personnel had no access to the crime scene, and the official reports on the bodies were
prepared by Army personnel.

E. Theright to privatelife and inviolability of domicile

16.  On 26 January, a peasant farmer was detained by Army personnel in Fortul, Arauca,
accused of being a guerrilla. He was taken to Bogota, where he was presented before several
national media. Two days later he was released, due to an error of identification.

17. On 25 January, soldiers of the Mechanized Infantry Battalion No. 3, entered the
indigenous reserve of Chagui Chimbuza, Narifio, and with no judicial order, searched the houses
of severa members of the Awa indigenous communities.

18. Human rights organizations in Bogotd, such as JUSTAPAZ (Centro Cristiano para
Justicia, Paz y Accion Noviolenta) and Corporacion Juridica Yira Castro, reported that during
June, August and November their offices were broken into, and the hard disks containing
information on their work with victims were stolen from their computers.

F. Theright to freedom of opinion and expression

19. The Fundacion para la Libertad de Prensa (FLIP, Foundation for Press Freedom)
recorded 92 cases of death threats against journalists.

20.  In Bogotd, in September, the journalists Hollman Morris and Gonzalo Guillén received
death threats over the telephone and by e-mail, as a result of their work on human rights issues
and the process of demobilization of paramilitaries



A/HRC/7/39
Page 30

II. BREACHES OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
A. Murder and threats against protected persons

21.  The office in Colombia recorded in 2007 a large number of massacres, most of which
were attributed to members of FARC-EP. On 18 June, 11 assemblymen from Valle del Cauca,
kidnapped by FARC-EP in 2002 were murdered. In Turbo, on 16 May, members of FARC-EP
were allegedly responsible for opening fire against a vehicle, which caused the deaths of four
people including a girl aged 3. In Cumbal, Narifio, on 5 June, FARC-EP were allegedly
responsible for the death of eight members of the indigenous Awé and Pasto communities. There
was aso the killing of three peasant farmers alegedly perpetrated by members of the ELN,
on 12 March in Mercaderes, Cauca.

22.  There were also reports of selective murders. On 15 January, members of FARC-EP
murdered two teachers in Ricaurte, Narifio, and on 23 January, they murdered the president of
the Community Action Board in Samand, Caldas. Members of ELN were alegedly responsible
for the murder of a community leader in Tame, Arauca on 28 July. On 11 June, on the
Totumeando-Manjuari road, members of FARC-EP reportedly used an electric saw to kill atruck
driver.

23.  According to information collected, 8 potential candidates and 22 candidates to the 2007
local elections were murdered by the illegal armed groups in the course the election campaigns.
Members of FARC-EP were alegedly responsible for most of these murders. There were also
murders of local authorities. In El Doncello, Caguetd, on 9 July, two municipal councillors were
murdered during actions attributed to members of FARC-EP. The same group was allegedly
responsible for the murder of the Mayor of San José del Palmar, Chocd, on 12 July.

24.  There continued to be reports of murders of indigenous leaders. FARC-EP were alegedly
responsible for the murder of two members of the Central Assembly of the Nasas settlementsin
Florida, Vale del Cauca, the murder of a member of the Awa community in the Cuascabi
Paldubi reservation in Narifio, on 1 May, and of two members of the Embera Katio indigenous
community in Cordoba on 31 May. ELN was alegedly responsible for the murder of an Awéa
leader on 11 January in the Gualcala reservation in Narifio.

25.  There were reports of murders attributed to the illegal armed group Autodefensas
Campesinas - Nueva Generacion (“New Generation-Peasant Self-Defence Force”, or AC-NG).
On 3 February, in Samaniego, Narifio, a man was taken from his home by a group of individuals,
and on 8 February, his body was found with signs of torture. On 25 February, the Mayor of
Cumbitara, Narifio was intercepted by a group of paramilitary AC-NG, who tied him to a tree
and threatened to kill him.

26.  There were death threats against candidates to the local elections and authorities. In
Huila, several mayors reported death threats attributed to members of FARC-EP. The same
group was allegedly responsible for threats against municipa officials in Villagarzon and in
Puerto Guzman, Putumayo, and against five mayorsin Valle del Cauca.
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27.  There were aso reports of threats by members of FARC-EP against journalists. These
included threats against journalists in Arauca and Saravena on 7 August, for not having read out
a press rel ease made by this group.

28.  On 20 March and 6 June, the illegal armed group AC-NG made death threats on the
Internet against several human rights defender organizations, the Pastoral Social of Tumaco, and
the Mayor of Samaniego, accusing them of being “terrorists and couriers of human rights”.

B. Attacksagainst thecivilian population and indiscriminate attacks

29.  On 20 August, guerrillas of the FARC-EP attacked an Army armoured car, which caused
the death of a civilian and wounded five more. On 9 April, an attack with a car bomb destroyed
the police headquarters in Cali, causing the death of one person, wounding 41, and
damaging 240 properties.

30. On 29 April, in Puerto Asis, Putumayo, devices placed by members of FARC-EP
exploded and damaged property.

31. In Narifio, clashes between FARC-EP and ELN throughout the year led to blockades of
food, medicines and fuel, a crisis in the headth and hygiene system, and the isolation of
communities due to the planting of minefields.

32. On 3 September, members of FARC-EP stopped a bus on the Medellin-Anori road and
forced the passengers to step out of the vehicle. In Teorama, Norte de Santander, members of
FARC-EP blocked traffic for five days, by placing a truck belonging to the municipality across
the road, and saying that they had planted abomb in it.

33. In Lopez, Cauca, in February, members of Mobile Brigade No. 14 alegedly imposed
restrictions on the provision of food and fuel. On 9 October, in Orito, Putumayo, troops of the
Anti-Narcotics Brigade stopped a hedth brigade truck from entering the rural district of
SantaLucia

C. Actsof terrorism

34. In Carmen de Viboral, Antioquia, on 19 May, numbers of FARC-EP were allegedly
responsible for the murder of two peasant farmers, and for having dynamited their houses in
order to intimidate the population. FARC-EP were reported to have mounted a number of attacks
in Cali and Buenaventura, including 5 on 23 June, which left 23 wounded.

D. Thetaking of hostages

35.  The office in Colombia was informed of the kidnapping of nine geologists in Choco
on 13 March, by FARC-EP; of four contractors of an oil company in Saravena on 12 March; and
of a businessman in Caldas in a rural area of Manizales on 1 May, who subsequently died in a
military operation. On 22 January, four peasant farmers were kidnapped by members of the ELN
in Hacari, Norte de Santander.
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36. On 14 August, a local candidate for mayor in Betulia, Antioguia, was kidnapped by
members of FARC-EP. In La Playa Norte de Santander, a candidate for mayor was kidnapped
on 5 July, by persons allegedly belonging to ELN.

E. Forced displacement

37.  On 24 February, 375 members of the indigenous Pastos and Awa groups took refuge in
Ecuador, due to the murder of the president of the indigenous reservation of San Juan de
Mayasqguer, and as a result of death threats against several teachers by FARC-EP.

38. On 24 March, in El Charco, Narifio, a tota of 4,876 persons were displaced due to
combat between FARC-EP and the Colombian Marines.

39. In Arauca, a clash between FARC-EP and ELN forced a number of mass displacements,
such as those reported in January and April in Fortul and Arauquita.

40.  On 16 May there were reports of forced displacement of 40 families from the rural area
of Istmina, Choco, due to clashes between FARC-EP and an illegal armed group which calls
itself “Rondas Campesinas Populares’ (popular peasant “rounds’, or civil defence groups).

41. On 25 May, 40 families, 24 of them from the indigenous Awa communities, were
displaced to the town of Valle del Guamuez, Putumayo, as aresult of the killing of a young man
allegedly committed by members of Counter-Guerrilla Battalion 87.

F. Child victims of the armed conflict

42.  The office in Colombia was informed of severa cases of recruitment, particularly by
FARC-EP in the Departments of Putumayo, Cauca, Caldas and Narifio, and by ELN in Bolivar
and Norte de Santander. In Cartagena, Bolivar, there were reports of the recruitment of boys and
girls by unidentified armed groups.

43.  Severa cases were recorded of child victims of anti-personnel mines. On 22 September,
in the Nulpe Medio Alto Reservation in Narifio, three children from the indigenous Awa group
died when they stepped on anti-personnel mines planted by FARC-EP.

44.  The office in Colombia received a complaint about the use of a boy of 11 as a guide by
members of the Nueva Granada Battalion in a military operation in southern Bolivar; another
case reported the use of boys and girls asinformers for the Marines and the National Police.

G. Women victims of armed conflict

45.  On 26 June, a woman was the victim of arape by FARC-EP guerrillas, in retaliation for
having refused to cooperate with the illegal group.

46.  There was a case of sexual violence on 27 July, in EI Carmen de Bolivar, Bolivar, against
awoman suffering from mental disability, attributed to seven soldiers of the Army.



A/HRC/7/39
Page 33

47.  The office in Colombia recorded attacks on the lives of woman leaders, such as those
suffered by the Mayor of Neiva, Huila, on 28 February and 22 December, attributed to
FARC-EP. There were also the murders of a town councillor of San Vicente del Caguan,
Cagueta, on 6 January and awoman councillor of Arauquita, Arauca, on 8 June.

48.  There were death threats against women in Cauca by FARC-EP, caused by the fact that
they had personal relationships with members of the regular armed forces.

49.  The office was informed that members of Jungle Brigade 27 had sexually harassed girls
inthe rural area of San Miguel, Putumayo.

H. Useof anti-per sonnel mines

50. In the Nulpe Alto Reservation in Narifio, 167 families in the Aw& community were
isolated due to the large number of mines planted by members of FARC-EP. The same situation
occurred in the Nasa Kwe' s Kiwe indigenous reservation in Valle del Cauca.

51. The existence of the minefields has also caused forced displacement. On 23 April, in
Tame, Arauca, al members of the La Esperanza indigenous reservation were displaced after the
area was mined.

52.  There were aso reports of schools mined by the illegal armed groups. In April, members

of FARC-EP planted anti-personnel mines around the school in the rural district of Campifia de
Manzanares, Caldas.



